Matthew 28     Come and See  Go Quickly And Tell      Dec 18  2011

Intro:  Two caves, two times the Lord Jesus’ body wrapped in white cloths.
1.  Good News For The Shepherds In The Field.

Luke 2:15-20 (ESV) 15 When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has made known to us.” 
16 And they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in a manger. 
17 And when they saw it, they made known the saying that had been told them concerning this child. 
18 And all who heard it wondered at what the shepherds told them. 
19 But Mary treasured up all these things, pondering them in her heart. 
20 And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 

Luke 2:10-12 (ESV) 10 And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. 
11 For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 
12 And this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” 
· Good News For The Poor
· Good News Has A Prerequisite 

· Good News Has To Be  Proclaimed 
2.  Good News For The Saints Who Were Faithful

Matthew 27:51-54 (ESV) 51 And behold, the curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to bottom. And the earth shook, and the rocks were split. 
52 The tombs also were opened. And many bodies of the saints who had fallen asleep were raised, 
53 and coming out of the tombs after his resurrection they went into the holy city and appeared to many. 
54 When the centurion and those who were with him, keeping watch over Jesus, saw the earthquake and what took place, they were filled with awe and said, “Truly this was the Son of God!” 

Raised by Jesus:
· Lazarus  John 11:43-44

· Jairus’ daughter  Luke 8:52-56

· Widow of Nain’s son  Luke 7:13-15

Resurrected with Jesus:
1 Corinthians 15:23 (ESV) 23 But each in his own order: Christ the firstfruits, then at his coming those who belong to Christ. 

Leviticus 23:10-14 (ESV) 10 “Speak to the people of Israel and say to them, When you come into the land that I give you and reap its harvest, you shall bring the sheaf of the firstfruits of your harvest to the priest, 
11 and he shall wave the sheaf before the LORD, so that you may be accepted. On the day after the Sabbath the priest shall wave it. 
12 And on the day when you wave the sheaf, you shall offer a male lamb a year old without blemish as a burnt offering to the LORD. 
13 And the grain offering with it shall be two tenths of an ephah of fine flour mixed with oil, a food offering to the LORD with a pleasing aroma, and the drink offering with it shall be of wine, a fourth of a hin. 
14 And you shall eat neither bread nor grain parched or fresh until this same day, until you have brought the offering of your God: it is a statute forever throughout your generations in all your dwellings. 

1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 (ESV) 13 But we do not want you to be uninformed, brothers, about those who are asleep, that you may not grieve as others do who have no hope. 
14 For since we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring with him those who have fallen asleep. 
15 For this we declare to you by a word from the Lord, that we who are alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord, will not precede those who have fallen asleep. 
16 For the Lord himself will descend from heaven with a cry of command, with the voice of an archangel, and with the sound of the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. 
17 Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we will always be with the Lord. 
18 Therefore encourage one another with these words. 

3.  Good News To Be Shared Freely and Faithfully

Matthew 28:1-10 (ESV) 1 Now after the Sabbath, toward the dawn of the first day of the week, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary went to see the tomb. 
2 And behold, there was a great earthquake, for an angel of the Lord descended from heaven and came and rolled back the stone and sat on it. 
3 His appearance was like lightning, and his clothing white as snow. 
4 And for fear of him the guards trembled and became like dead men. 
5 But the angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid, for I know that you seek Jesus who was crucified. 
6 He is not here, for he has risen, as he said. Come, see the place where he lay. 
7 Then go quickly and tell his disciples that he has risen from the dead, and behold, he is going before you to Galilee; there you will see him. See, I have told you.” 
8 So they departed quickly from the tomb with fear and great joy, and ran to tell his disciples. 
9 And behold, Jesus met them and said, “Greetings!” And they came up and took hold of his feet and worshiped him. 
10 Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid; go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee, and there they will see me.” 

1 Peter 3:15-18 (ESV) 15 but in your hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy, always being prepared to make a defense to anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness and respect, 
16 having a good conscience, so that, when you are slandered, those who revile your good behavior in Christ may be put to shame. 
17 For it is better to suffer for doing good, if that should be God’s will, than for doing evil. 
18 For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, that he might bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh but made alive in the spirit, 

1 John 4:15-19 (ESV) 15 Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God, God abides in him, and he in God. 
16 So we have come to know and to believe the love that God has for us. God is love, and whoever abides in love abides in God, and God abides in him. 
17 By this is love perfected with us, so that we may have confidence for the day of judgment, because as he is so also are we in this world. 
18 There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear. For fear has to do with punishment, and whoever fears has not been perfected in love. 
19 We love because he first loved us. 

Invitation:  The Gospel Pulse:  Come and see, go quickly and tell!
