Thanksgiving  How To Become A More Thankful Person  Nov 27 2011
Intro:

1.   Follow The Example of Christ.
Matthew 11:25 (ESV) 25 At that time Jesus declared, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that you have hidden these things from the wise and understanding and revealed them to little children; 

Matthew 26:27 (ESV) 27 And he took a cup, and when he had given thanks he gave it to them, saying, “Drink of it, all of you, 

John 11:41 (ESV) 41 So they took away the stone. And Jesus lifted up his eyes and said, “Father, I thank you that you have heard me. 

John 6:11 (ESV) 11 Jesus then took the loaves, and when he had given thanks, he distributed them to those who were seated. So also the fish, as much as they wanted. 

(The opposite of thanksgiving is complaining that springs from feeling entitled; but if any should have felt entitled it was Jesus; yet He took on the form of a servant, and He constantly modeled giving thanks.)

2.  Faithfully Obey God’s Command.
Psalm 50:14 (ESV) 14 Offer to God a sacrifice of thanksgiving, and perform your vows to the Most High, 

Colossians 3:17 (ESV) 17 And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. 

(Obedience is not a matter of “feeling like it” nor of always understanding)

3.  Focus On The Character Of God, And The Gift Of Christ.

Psalm 136:1-3 (ESV) 1 Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good, for his steadfast love endures forever. 
2 Give thanks to the God of gods, for his steadfast love endures forever. 
3 Give thanks to the Lord of lords, for his steadfast love endures forever; 

2 Corinthians 9:15 (ESV) 15 Thanks be to God for his inexpressible gift! 

(This Gift, Jesus Christ,  gives us eternal life and victory!)

1 Corinthians 15:57 (ESV) 57 But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

2 Corinthians 2:14 (ESV) 14 But thanks be to God, who in Christ always leads us in triumphal procession, and through us spreads the fragrance of the knowledge of him everywhere. 
4.  Find A Pattern Of Consistency From The Inside Out.

4a.  Private Thanksgiving.  Daniel 6:10 (ESV) 10 When Daniel knew that the document had been signed, he went to his house where he had windows in his upper chamber open toward Jerusalem. He got down on his knees three times a day and prayed and gave thanks before his God, as he had done previously. 

4b.  Public Worship.  Psalm 35:18 (ESV) 18 I will thank you in the great congregation; in the mighty throng I will praise you. 

4c.  Privileged Choirs.  Nehemiah 12:40 (ESV) 40 So both choirs of those who gave thanks stood in the house of God, and I and half of the officials with me; 

4d.  Preparing For Heaven.  Revelation 7:11-12 (ESV) 11 And all the angels were standing around the throne and around the elders and the four living creatures, and they fell on their faces before the throne and worshiped God, 
12 saying, “Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom and thanksgiving and honor and power and might be to our God forever and ever! Amen.” 
Revelation 11:16-17 (ESV) 16 And the twenty-four elders who sit on their thrones before God fell on their faces and worshiped God, 
17 saying, “We give thanks to you, Lord God Almighty, who is and who was, for you have taken your great power and begun to reign. 

5.  Force Yourself To Move From Occasional To Constant.

Psalm 9:1-2 (ESV) 1 I will give thanks to the LORD with my whole heart; I will recount all of your wonderful deeds. 
2 I will be glad and exult in you; I will sing praise to your name, O Most High. 

Ephesians 5:18-20 (ESV) 18 And do not get drunk with wine, for that is debauchery, but be filled with the Spirit, 
19 addressing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody to the Lord with your heart, 
20 giving thanks always and for everything to God the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

6.  Forgetfulness and Business Can Cancel Your Good Intentions.
Luke 17:11-19 (ESV) 11 On the way to Jerusalem he was passing along between Samaria and Galilee. 
12 And as he entered a village, he was met by ten lepers, who stood at a distance 
13 and lifted up their voices, saying, “Jesus, Master, have mercy on us.” 
14 When he saw them he said to them, “Go and show yourselves to the priests.” And as they went they were cleansed. 
15 Then one of them, when he saw that he was healed, turned back, praising God with a loud voice; 
16 and he fell on his face at Jesus’ feet, giving him thanks. Now he was a Samaritan. 
17 Then Jesus answered, “Were not ten cleansed? Where are the nine? 
18 Was no one found to return and give praise to God except this foreigner?” 
19 And he said to him, “Rise and go your way; your faith has made you well.” 

Invitation:  1 Thessalonians 5:18 (ESV) 18 give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. 
