Ephesians 4 1 to 3  How to keep walking together.   Jan 22 2012

Intro:  Some bump heads and quickly go different directions, some slowly wander apart and become strangers, others walk together for a life time.

1.  Shared Priorities; who will you first try to please?

Ephesians 4:1 (ESV) 1 I therefore, a prisoner for the Lord, urge you to walk in a manner worthy of the calling to which you have been called, 

1 Thessalonians 2:12 (ESV) 12 we exhorted each one of you and encouraged you and charged you to walk in a manner worthy of God, who calls you into his own kingdom and glory. 

(Doesn’t work to try to first please self, or kids or to make your spouse happy, but if you both try to please the Lord…)

2.  Shutting Down Pride.
Ephesians 4:2  “with all humility”  (taipeinophrosune = lowliness of mind)

Philippians 2:3-9 (ESV) 3 Do nothing from rivalry or conceit, but in humility count others more significant than yourselves. 
4 Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but also to the interests of others. 
5 Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, 
6 who, though he was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, 
7 but made himself nothing, taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men. 
8 And being found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. 
9 Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name that is above every name, 

1 Peter 5:5 (ESV) …. Clothe yourselves, all of you, with humility toward one another, for “God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble.” 

Romans 12:3 (ESV) 3 For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of himself more highly than he ought to think, but to think with sober judgment, each according to the measure of faith that God has assigned. 

3.  Self-control of your strength and power.
Ephesians 4:2 (ESV) 2 with all humility and gentleness,  (prautetos = meekness, a wild stallion under control could be described by this word)

Titus 3:1-2 (ESV) 
