Matthew 25:31-46   Judgment Of The Nations     Nov 13  2011

Intro:  Matt 21 = Triumphant entry.  Matt 21:28 – 25:46 is a final set of teachings by Jesus before His crucifixion and resurrection.  Three weeks ago we looked at the signs of Jesus return.  Two Sundays ago at how we are to live in the 4th quarter.  Last Sunday at the gifts and financial resources that God expects us to manage as good stewards in the parable of the talents.  Now we come to the final teaching of Jesus – and it deals with another aspect of His judgment in the end times – The judgment of the nations.         

1.  A Practical Test For Spotting The Saved.
Matthew 25:35-40 (ESV) 35 For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, 
36 I was naked and you clothed me, I was sick and you visited me, I was in prison and you came to me.’ 
37 Then the righteous will answer him, saying, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you drink? 
38 And when did we see you a stranger and welcome you, or naked and clothe you? 
39 And when did we see you sick or in prison and visit you?’ 
40 And the King will answer them, ‘Truly, I say to you, as you did it to one of the least of these my brothers, you did it to me.’ 

1a.  “Brothers” = Disciples Of Christ
Matthew 12:48-50 (ESV) 48 But he replied to the man who told him, “Who is my mother, and who are my brothers?” 49 And stretching out his hand toward his disciples, he said, “Here are my mother and my brothers! 50 For whoever does the will of my Father in heaven is my brother and sister and mother.” 

Matthew 23:8 (ESV) 8 But you are not to be called rabbi, for you have one teacher, and you are all brothers. 

Matthew 28:10 (ESV) 10 Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid; go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee, and there they will see me.” 

1b.  1 John has test to indicate salvation:  What you believe and confess about Jesus, Whether you obey the commands of Jesus; and How you express love to your Christian Brothers and Sister.
1 John 2:9-11 (ESV) 9 Whoever says he is in the light and hates his brother is still in darkness. 
10 Whoever loves his brother abides in the light, and in him there is no cause for stumbling. 
11 But whoever hates his brother is in the darkness and walks in the darkness, and does not know where he is going, because the darkness has blinded his eyes. 

1 John 3:14 (ESV) 14 We know that we have passed out of death into life, because we love the brothers. Whoever does not love abides in death. 

James 1:27 (ESV) 27 Religion that is pure and undefiled before God, the Father, is this: to visit orphans and widows in their affliction, and to keep oneself unstained from the world. 

· Show Video On The Persecuted Church  and have a prayer time.

2.  A Painful Truth Is Shown To The Lost.

Matthew 25:42-45 (ESV) 42 For I was hungry and you gave me no food, I was thirsty and you gave me no drink, 
43 I was a stranger and you did not welcome me, naked and you did not clothe me, sick and in prison and you did not visit me.’ 
44 Then they also will answer, saying, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did not minister to you?’ 
45 Then he will answer them, saying, ‘Truly, I say to you, as you did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to me.’ 

1 John 3:10-11 (ESV) 10 By this it is evident who are the children of God, and who are the children of the devil: whoever does not practice righteousness is not of God, nor is the one who does not love his brother. 
11 For this is the message that you have heard from the beginning, that we should love one another.  1 John 3:18-19 (ESV) 18 Little children, let us not love in word or talk but in deed and in truth. 19 By this we shall know that we are of the truth and reassure our heart before him; 

3.  A Place Of Treasure And Salvation Or Torment And Separation.
Matthew 25:30 (ESV) 30 And cast the worthless servant into the outer darkness. In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ 

Matthew 25:31-34 (ESV) 31 “When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he will sit on his glorious throne. 
32 Before him will be gathered all the nations, and he will separate people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. 
33 And he will place the sheep on his right, but the goats on the left. 
34 Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world. 

Matthew 25:41 (ESV) 41 “Then he will say to those on his left, ‘Depart from me, you cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels. 

Matthew 25:46 (ESV) 46 And these will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.” 

2 Thessalonians 1:4-10 (ESV) 4 Therefore we ourselves boast about you in the churches of God for your steadfastness and faith in all your persecutions and in the afflictions that you are enduring. 
5 This is evidence of the righteous judgment of God, that you may be considered worthy of the kingdom of God, for which you are also suffering— 
6 since indeed God considers it just to repay with affliction those who afflict you, 
7 and to grant relief to you who are afflicted as well as to us, when the Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven with his mighty angels 
8 in flaming fire, inflicting vengeance on those who do not know God and on those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus. 
9 They will suffer the punishment of eternal destruction, away from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of his might, 
10 when he comes on that day to be glorified in his saints, and to be marveled at among all who have believed, because our testimony to you was believed. 

Revelation 20:11-15 (ESV) 11 Then I saw a great white throne and him who was seated on it. From his presence earth and sky fled away, and no place was found for them. 
12 And I saw the dead, great and small, standing before the throne, and books were opened. Then another book was opened, which is the book of life. And the dead were judged by what was written in the books, according to what they had done. 
13 And the sea gave up the dead who were in it, Death and Hades gave up the dead who were in them, and they were judged, each one of them, according to what they had done. 
14 Then Death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. This is the second death, the lake of fire. 
15 And if anyone’s name was not found written in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire. 

Invitation:  We sometimes divide people into two categories:  haves/have nots; wise/foolish; with hair/without hair; those who divide people into two categories/those who don’t!

The Bible gives us a much more important division:  goats/sheep; dead in sin/alive in Christ; lost/saved; hell bound/heaven bound.
2 Peter 3:9-11 (ESV) 9 The Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing that any should perish, but that all should reach repentance. 
10 But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, and then the heavens will pass away with a roar, and the heavenly bodies will be burned up and dissolved, and the earth and the works that are done on it will be exposed. 
11 Since all these things are thus to be dissolved, what sort of people ought you to be in lives of holiness and godliness, 

