Matthew 24:32-51   Living In The Fourth Quarter     Oct 30  2011

Intro:  Review the signs from last sermon.   Football teams holding up four fingers.

1. A Solid Stand In Uncertain Times.

1a.  The combination of signs will confirm.

Matthew 24:32-33 (ESV) 32 “From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and puts out its leaves, you know that summer is near. 
33 So also, when you see all these things, you know that he is near, at the very gates. 

1b.  The countdown will commence.,

Matthew 24:34 (ESV) 34 Truly, I say to you, this generation will not pass away until all these things take place. 


(Perhaps not from the reconstitution of Israel)

1c.  Your  Confidence in Christ's words can continue.

Matthew 24:35 (ESV) 35 Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away. 

Psalm 119:160 (ESV) 160 The sum of your word is truth, and every one of your righteous rules endures forever. 

John 17:8 (ESV) 8 For I have given them the words that you gave me, and they have received them and have come to know in truth that I came from you; and they have believed that you sent me. 

John 17:17 (ESV) 17 Sanctify them in the truth; your word is truth. 

1d.  The Culmination Of Christ's Calendar is concealed.

Matthew 24:36 (ESV) 36 “But concerning that day and hour no one knows, not even the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but the Father only. 

John 14:1-3 (ESV) 1 “Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in me. 
2 In my Father’s house are many rooms. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you? 
3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, that where I am you may be also. 

2.  A Sudden Surprise That Will Shock The World.

Matthew 24:37-41 (ESV) 37 For as were the days of Noah, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. 
38 For as in those days before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day when Noah entered the ark, 
39 and they were unaware until the flood came and swept them all away, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. 
40 Then two men will be in the field; one will be taken and one left. 
41 Two women will be grinding at the mill; one will be taken and one left. 

1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 (ESV) 13 But we do not want you to be uninformed, brothers, about those who are asleep, that you may not grieve as others do who have no hope. 
14 For since we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring with him those who have fallen asleep. 
15 For this we declare to you by a word from the Lord, that we who are alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord, will not precede those who have fallen asleep. 
16 For the Lord himself will descend from heaven with a cry of command, with the voice of an archangel, and with the sound of the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. 
17 Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we will always be with the Lord. 
18 Therefore encourage one another with these words. 

2 Peter 3:3-4 (ESV) 3 knowing this first of all, that scoffers will come in the last days with scoffing, following their own sinful desires. 
4 They will say, “Where is the promise of his coming? For ever since the fathers fell asleep, all things are continuing as they were from the beginning of creation.” 

2 Peter 3:8-11 (ESV) 8 But do not overlook this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day. 
9 The Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing that any should perish, but that all should reach repentance. 
10 But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, and then the heavens will pass away with a roar, and the heavenly bodies will be burned up and dissolved, and the earth and the works that are done on it will be exposed. 
11 Since all these things are thus to be dissolved, what sort of people ought you to be in lives of holiness and godliness, 

3.  A Strong Statement Of How You Should Be Ready.

3a.  You Should Be Awake and Alert.

Matthew 24:42-44 (ESV) 42 Therefore, stay awake, for you do not know on what day your Lord is coming. 
43 But know this, that if the master of the house had known in what part of the night the thief was coming, he would have stayed awake and would not have let his house be broken into. 
44 Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect. 

3b.  You Should Be Active In Your Assigned Tasks.

Matthew 24:45-51 (ESV) 45 “Who then is the faithful and wise servant, whom his master has set over his household, to give them their food at the proper time? 
46 Blessed is that servant whom his master will find so doing when he comes. 
47 Truly, I say to you, he will set him over all his possessions. 
48 But if that wicked servant says to himself, ‘My master is delayed,’ 
49 and begins to beat his fellow servants and eats and drinks with drunkards, 
50 the master of that servant will come on a day when he does not expect him and at an hour he does not know 
51 and will cut him in pieces and put him with the hypocrites. In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 

Ephesians 2:10 (ESV) 10 For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them. 

3c.  You Should Be Aware and Annointed.

Matthew 25:1-13 (ESV) 1 “Then the kingdom of heaven will be like ten virgins who took their lamps and went to meet the bridegroom. 
2 Five of them were foolish, and five were wise. 
3 For when the foolish took their lamps, they took no oil with them, 
4 but the wise took flasks of oil with their lamps. 
5 As the bridegroom was delayed, they all became drowsy and slept. 
6 But at midnight there was a cry, ‘Here is the bridegroom! Come out to meet him.’ 
7 Then all those virgins rose and trimmed their lamps. 
8 And the foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are going out.’ 
9 But the wise answered, saying, ‘Since there will not be enough for us and for you, go rather to the dealers and buy for yourselves.’ 
10 And while they were going to buy, the bridegroom came, and those who were ready went in with him to the marriage feast, and the door was shut. 
11 Afterward the other virgins came also, saying, ‘Lord, lord, open to us.’ 
12 But he answered, ‘Truly, I say to you, I do not know you.’ 
13 Watch therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour. 

1 Samuel 16:13 (ESV) 13 Then Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him in the midst of his brothers. And the Spirit of the LORD rushed upon David from that day forward. And Samuel rose up and went to Ramah. 

(You cannot borrow from anybody else, you must attain the gift of the Holy Spirit yourself.)

Invitation:  When the Day of the Lord Comes, it will be too late to Prepare – you must be already ready!  

People get ready!  Jesus is coming!

