Matthew 27         Pilate, A Political Coward          Dec 11  2011

Intro:  Matthew 27:1-2 (ESV) 1 When morning came, all the chief priests and the elders of the people took counsel against Jesus to put him to death. 
2 And they bound him and led him away and delivered him over to Pilate the governor. 

1.  Pilate Had The Perception to be Impressed with Jesus.

Matthew 27:11-14 (ESV) 11 Now Jesus stood before the governor, and the governor asked him, “Are you the King of the Jews?” Jesus said, “You have said so.” 
12 But when he was accused by the chief priests and elders, he gave no answer. 
13 Then Pilate said to him, “Do you not hear how many things they testify against you?” 
14 But he gave him no answer, not even to a single charge, so that the governor was greatly amazed. 
John 18:33-38 (ESV) 33 So Pilate entered his headquarters again and called Jesus and said to him, “Are you the King of the Jews?” 
34 Jesus answered, “Do you say this of your own accord, or did others say it to you about me?” 
35 Pilate answered, “Am I a Jew? Your own nation and the chief priests have delivered you over to me. What have you done?” 
36 Jesus answered, “My kingdom is not of this world. If my kingdom were of this world, my servants would have been fighting, that I might not be delivered over to the Jews. But my kingdom is not from the world.” 
37 Then Pilate said to him, “So you are a king?” Jesus answered, “You say that I am a king. For this purpose I was born and for this purpose I have come into the world— to bear witness to the truth. Everyone who is of the truth listens to my voice.” 
38 Pilate said to him, “What is truth?” After he had said this, he went back outside to the Jews and told them, “I find no guilt in him. 

John 19:1-11 (ESV) 1 Then Pilate took Jesus and flogged him. 
2 And the soldiers twisted together a crown of thorns and put it on his head and arrayed him in a purple robe. 
3 They came up to him, saying, “Hail, King of the Jews!” and struck him with their hands. 
4 Pilate went out again and said to them, “See, I am bringing him out to you that you may know that I find no guilt in him.” 
5 So Jesus came out, wearing the crown of thorns and the purple robe. Pilate said to them, “Behold the man!” 
6 When the chief priests and the officers saw him, they cried out, “Crucify him, crucify him!” Pilate said to them, “Take him yourselves and crucify him, for I find no guilt in him.” 
7 The Jews answered him, “We have a law, and according to that law he ought to die because he has made himself the Son of God.” 
8 When Pilate heard this statement, he was even more afraid. 
9 He entered his headquarters again and said to Jesus, “Where are you from?” But Jesus gave him no answer. 
10 So Pilate said to him, “You will not speak to me? Do you not know that I have authority to release you and authority to crucify you?” 
11 Jesus answered him, “You would have no authority over me at all unless it had been given you from above. Therefore he who delivered me over to you has the greater sin.” 

2.  Pilate Tried To Put Aside His Important Responsibility.

Matthew 27:15-22 (ESV) 15 Now at the feast the governor was accustomed to release for the crowd any one prisoner whom they wanted. 
16 And they had then a notorious prisoner called Barabbas. 
17 So when they had gathered, Pilate said to them, “Whom do you want me to release for you: Barabbas, or Jesus who is called Christ?” 
18 For he knew that it was out of envy that they had delivered him up. 
19 Besides, while he was sitting on the judgment seat, his wife sent word to him, “Have nothing to do with that righteous man, for I have suffered much because of him today in a dream.” 
20 Now the chief priests and the elders persuaded the crowd to ask for Barabbas and destroy Jesus. 
21 The governor again said to them, “Which of the two do you want me to release for you?” And they said, “Barabbas.” 
22 Pilate said to them, “Then what shall I do with Jesus who is called Christ?” They all said, “Let him be crucified!” 

John 18:38-40 (ESV) 38 Pilate said to him, “What is truth?” After he had said this, he went back outside to the Jews and told them, “I find no guilt in him. 
39 But you have a custom that I should release one man for you at the Passover. So do you want me to release to you the King of the Jews?” 
40 They cried out again, “Not this man, but Barabbas!” Now Barabbas was a robber. 

3.  Pilate Proclaimed His Own Innocence in spite of his guilt.

Matthew 27:24-26 (ESV) 24 So when Pilate saw that he was gaining nothing, but rather that a riot was beginning, he took water and washed his hands before the crowd, saying, “I am innocent of this man’s blood; see to it yourselves.” 
25 And all the people answered, “His blood be on us and on our children!” 
26 Then he released for them Barabbas, and having scourged Jesus, delivered him to be crucified. 

Pilate’s Four Declarations Of Jesus’ Innocence:

Luke 23:14 (ESV) 14 and said to them, “You brought me this man as one who was misleading the people. And after examining him before you, behold, I did not find this man guilty of any of your charges against him. 

Luke 23:20 (ESV) 20 Pilate addressed them once more, desiring to release Jesus, 

Luke 23:22 (ESV) 22 A third time he said to them, “Why, what evil has he done? I have found in him no guilt deserving death. I will therefore punish and release him.” 

John 19:4 (ESV) 4 Pilate went out again and said to them, “See, I am bringing him out to you that you may know that I find no guilt in him.” 

Deuteronomy 21:6-9 (ESV) 6 And all the elders of that city nearest to the slain man shall wash their hands over the heifer whose neck was broken in the valley, 
7 and they shall testify, ‘Our hands did not shed this blood, nor did our eyes see it shed. 
8 Accept atonement, O LORD, for your people Israel, whom you have redeemed, and do not set the guilt of innocent blood in the midst of your people Israel, so that their blood guilt be atoned for.’ 
9 So you shall purge the guilt of innocent blood from your midst, when you do what is right in the sight of the LORD. 

Acts 4:27 (ESV) 27 for truly in this city there were gathered together against your holy servant Jesus, whom you anointed, both Herod and Pontius Pilate, along with the Gentiles and the peoples of Israel, 

4.  Pilate’s Public Cowardice Is Contrasted With Joseph’s Private Courage.
Matthew 27:57-66 (ESV) 57 When it was evening, there came a rich man from Arimathea, named Joseph, who also was a disciple of Jesus. 
58 He went to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus. Then Pilate ordered it to be given to him. 
59 And Joseph took the body and wrapped it in a clean linen shroud 
60 and laid it in his own new tomb, which he had cut in the rock. And he rolled a great stone to the entrance of the tomb and went away. 
61 Mary Magdalene and the other Mary were there, sitting opposite the tomb. 
62 The next day, that is, after the day of Preparation, the chief priests and the Pharisees gathered before Pilate 
63 and said, “Sir, we remember how that impostor said, while he was still alive, ‘After three days I will rise.’ 
64 Therefore order the tomb to be made secure until the third day, lest his disciples go and steal him away and tell the people, ‘He has risen from the dead,’ and the last fraud will be worse than the first.” 
65 Pilate said to them, “You have a guard of soldiers. Go, make it as secure as you can.” 
66 So they went and made the tomb secure by sealing the stone and setting a guard. 

Invitation:  Each of us must decide what we will do with Jesus.
(Paul at Rome)  Acts 28:23-24 (ESV) 23 When they had appointed a day for him, they came to him at his lodging in greater numbers. From morning till evening he expounded to them, testifying to the kingdom of God and trying to convince them about Jesus both from the Law of Moses and from the Prophets. 
24 And some were convinced by what he said, but others disbelieved. 

