Matthew 26: 30-35  Restoration     Dec 4, 2011

Intro:

1.   Our bumbles and failures do not surprise God.

Matthew 26:30-34 (ESV) 30 And when they had sung a hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives. 
31 Then Jesus said to them, “You will all fall away because of me this night. For it is written, ‘I will strike the shepherd, and the sheep of the flock will be scattered.’ 
32 But after I am raised up, I will go before you to Galilee.” 
33 Peter answered him, “Though they all fall away because of you, I will never fall away.” 
34 Jesus said to him, “Truly, I tell you, this very night, before the rooster crows, you will deny me three times.” 

Matthew 26:40-41 (ESV) 40 And he came to the disciples and found them sleeping. And he said to Peter, “So, could you not watch with me one hour? 
41 Watch and pray that you may not enter into temptation. The spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.” 

(Our private failures in prayer precede our public failures)
2.  Our Bragging and Self-willed efforts are not helpful.
Matthew 26:35 (ESV) 35 Peter said to him, “Even if I must die with you, I will not deny you!” And all the disciples said the same. 

Matthew 26:51-56 (ESV) 51 And behold, one of those who were with Jesus stretched out his hand and drew his sword and struck the servant of the high priest and cut off his ear. 
52 Then Jesus said to him, “Put your sword back into its place. For all who take the sword will perish by the sword. 
53 Do you think that I cannot appeal to my Father, and he will at once send me more than twelve legions of angels? 
54 But how then should the Scriptures be fulfilled, that it must be so?” 
55 At that hour Jesus said to the crowds, “Have you come out as against a robber, with swords and clubs to capture me? Day after day I sat in the temple teaching, and you did not seize me. 
56 But all this has taken place that the Scriptures of the prophets might be fulfilled.” Then all the disciples left him and fled. 

3.   We sometimes buckle under pressure.

Matthew 26:69-75 (ESV) 69 Now Peter was sitting outside in the courtyard. And a servant girl came up to him and said, “You also were with Jesus the Galilean.” 
70 But he denied it before them all, saying, “I do not know what you mean.” 
71 And when he went out to the entrance, another servant girl saw him, and she said to the bystanders, “This man was with Jesus of Nazareth.” 
72 And again he denied it with an oath: “I do not know the man.” 
73 After a little while the bystanders came up and said to Peter, “Certainly you too are one of them, for your accent betrays you.” 
74 Then he began to invoke a curse on himself and to swear, “I do not know the man.” And immediately the rooster crowed. 
75 And Peter remembered the saying of Jesus, “Before the rooster crows, you will deny me three times.” And he went out and wept bitterly. 

Romans 7:15-19 (ESV) 15 For I do not understand my own actions. For I do not do what I want, but I do the very thing I hate. 
16 Now if I do what I do not want, I agree with the law, that it is good. 
17 So now it is no longer I who do it, but sin that dwells within me. 
18 For I know that nothing good dwells in me, that is, in my flesh. For I have the desire to do what is right, but not the ability to carry it out. 
19 For I do not do the good I want, but the evil I do not want is what I keep on doing. 

4.  When we are bruised and broken, Jesus reaches out and restores us.

Matthew 12:20-21 (ESV) 20 a bruised reed he will not break, and a smoldering wick he will not quench, until he brings justice to victory; 
21 and in his name the Gentiles will hope.” 

Mark 16:1-7 (ESV) 1 When the Sabbath was past, Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of James and Salome bought spices, so that they might go and anoint him. 
2 And very early on the first day of the week, when the sun had risen, they went to the tomb. 
3 And they were saying to one another, “Who will roll away the stone for us from the entrance of the tomb?” 
4 And looking up, they saw that the stone had been rolled back— it was very large. 
5 And entering the tomb, they saw a young man sitting on the right side, dressed in a white robe, and they were alarmed. 
6 And he said to them, “Do not be alarmed. You seek Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He has risen; he is not here. See the place where they laid him. 
7 But go, tell his disciples and Peter that he is going before you to Galilee. There you will see him, just as he told you.” 
John 21:3-17 (ESV) 3 Simon Peter said to them, “I am going fishing.” They said to him, “We will go with you.” They went out and got into the boat, but that night they caught nothing. 
4 Just as day was breaking, Jesus stood on the shore; yet the disciples did not know that it was Jesus. 
5 Jesus said to them, “Children, do you have any fish?” They answered him, “No.” 
6 He said to them, “Cast the net on the right side of the boat, and you will find some.” So they cast it, and now they were not able to haul it in, because of the quantity of fish. 
7 That disciple whom Jesus loved therefore said to Peter, “It is the Lord!” When Simon Peter heard that it was the Lord, he put on his outer garment, for he was stripped for work, and threw himself into the sea. 
8 The other disciples came in the boat, dragging the net full of fish, for they were not far from the land, but about a hundred yards off. 
9 When they got out on land, they saw a charcoal fire in place, with fish laid out on it, and bread. 
10 Jesus said to them, “Bring some of the fish that you have just caught.” 
11 So Simon Peter went aboard and hauled the net ashore, full of large fish, 153 of them. And although there were so many, the net was not torn. 
12 Jesus said to them, “Come and have breakfast.” Now none of the disciples dared ask him, “Who are you?” They knew it was the Lord. 
13 Jesus came and took the bread and gave it to them, and so with the fish. 
14 This was now the third time that Jesus was revealed to the disciples after he was raised from the dead. 
15 When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon, son of John, do you love me more than these?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.” He said to him, “Feed my lambs.” 
16 He said to him a second time, “Simon, son of John, do you love me?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.” He said to him, “Tend my sheep.” 
17 He said to him the third time, “Simon, son of John, do you love me?” Peter was grieved because he said to him the third time, “Do you love me?” and he said to him, “Lord, you know everything; you know that I love you.” Jesus said to him, “Feed my sheep. 

John 18:17-18 (ESV) 17 The servant girl at the door said to Peter, “You also are not one of this man’s disciples, are you?” He said, “I am not.” 
18 Now the servants and officers had made a charcoal fire, because it was cold, and they were standing and warming themselves. Peter also was with them, standing and warming himself. 

Invitaiton:
Lamentations 5:21 (ESV) 21 Restore us to yourself, O LORD, that we may be restored! Renew our days as of old— 

Psalm 23:3 (ESV) 3 He restores my soul. He leads me in paths of righteousness for his name’s sake. 

