Matthew 28:11-15  Resurrection Confidence      Jan 1 2012

Intro:  Dr. Thomas Arnold, author of the three-volume History of Rome and holder of the chair of modern history at Oxford: 
“I have been used for many years to study the histories of other times, and to examine and weigh the evidence of those who have written about them, and I know of no one fact in the history of mankind which is proved by better and fuller evidence of every sort, to the understanding of a fair inquirer, than the great sign which God hath given us that Christ died and rose again from the dead.”

1.  The core belief of confident Christians.

1 Corinthians 15:1-8 (ESV) 1 Now I would remind you, brothers, of the gospel I preached to you, which you received, in which you stand, 
2 and by which you are being saved, if you hold fast to the word I preached to you— unless you believed in vain. 
3 For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received: that Christ died for our sins in accordance with the Scriptures, 
4 that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures, 
5 and that he appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. 
6 Then he appeared to more than five hundred brothers at one time, most of whom are still alive, though some have fallen asleep. 
7 Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles. 
8 Last of all, as to one untimely born, he appeared also to me. 

2.  Critics always cast doubts about the resurrection of Christ.

Matthew 28:11-15 (ESV) 11 While they were going, behold, some of the guard went into the city and told the chief priests all that had taken place. 
12 And when they had assembled with the elders and taken counsel, they gave a sufficient sum of money to the soldiers 
13 and said, “Tell people, ‘His disciples came by night and stole him away while we were asleep.’  14 And if this comes to the governor’s ears, we will satisfy him and keep you out of trouble.”  15 So they took the money and did as they were directed. And this story has been spread among the Jews to this day. 

3.  The call of logic to have confidence in the resurrection of Christ.

3a.  The certainty of His death.
3b.  The certainty of the missing body.
3c.  The certainty of personal testimonials that witnesses saw Jesus alive again.

3d.  The certainty of eye-witnesses of the risen Lord being willing to die.
3e.  The certainty of changed lives.
Isaiah 1:18 (ESV) 18 “Come now, let us reason together, says the LORD: though your sins are like scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they are red like crimson, they shall become like wool. 

4.  The complete collapse of Christianity if there were no resurrection.
1 Corinthians 15:12-19 (ESV) 12 Now if Christ is proclaimed as raised from the dead, how can some of you say that there is no resurrection of the dead? 
13 But if there is no resurrection of the dead, then not even Christ has been raised. 
14 And if Christ has not been raised, then our preaching is in vain and your faith is in vain. 
15 We are even found to be misrepresenting God, because we testified about God that he raised Christ, whom he did not raise if it is true that the dead are not raised. 
16 For if the dead are not raised, not even Christ has been raised. 
17 And if Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile and you are still in your sins. 
18 Then those also who have fallen asleep in Christ have perished. 
19 If in Christ we have hope in this life only, we are of all people most to be pitied. 

5.  The celebration of confident faith:  “Christ is Risen Indeed!”
1 Corinthians 15:20-21 (ESV) 20 But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep. 
21 For as by a man came death, by a man has come also the resurrection of the dead. 

Romans 4:19-25 (ESV) 19 He did not weaken in faith when he considered his own body, which was as good as dead ( since he was about a hundred years old), or when he considered the barrenness of Sarah’s womb. 
20 No distrust made him waver concerning the promise of God, but he grew strong in his faith as he gave glory to God, 
21 fully convinced that God was able to do what he had promised. 
22 That is why his faith was “counted to him as righteousness.” 
23 But the words “it was counted to him” were not written for his sake alone, 
24 but for ours also. It will be counted to us who believe in him who raised from the dead Jesus our Lord, 
25 who was delivered up for our trespasses and raised for our justification. 


Philippians 3:20-21 (ESV) 20 But our citizenship is in heaven, and from it we await a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, 
21 who will transform our lowly body to be like his glorious body, by the power that enables him even to subject all things to himself. 

