Matthew 26:1-26  Sold Out Or Selling Out       Nov 20 2011

Intro:

1.  Those Who Sought To Get Rid Of Jesus.  

Matthew 26:1-16 (ESV) 1 When Jesus had finished all these sayings, he said to his disciples, 
2 “You know that after two days the Passover is coming, and the Son of Man will be delivered up to be crucified.” 
3 Then the chief priests and the elders of the people gathered in the palace of the high priest, whose name was Caiaphas, 
4 and plotted together in order to arrest Jesus by stealth and kill him. 
5 But they said, “Not during the feast, lest there be an uproar among the people.” 

(Matt 16:21; 17:22-23; 20:18-19)

John 11:47-53 (ESV) 47 So the chief priests and the Pharisees gathered the Council and said, “What are we to do? For this man performs many signs. 
48 If we let him go on like this, everyone will believe in him, and the Romans will come and take away both our place and our nation.” 
49 But one of them, Caiaphas, who was high priest that year, said to them, “You know nothing at all. 
50 Nor do you understand that it is better for you that one man should die for the people, not that the whole nation should perish.” 
51 He did not say this of his own accord, but being high priest that year he prophesied that Jesus would die for the nation, 
52 and not for the nation only, but also to gather into one the children of God who are scattered abroad. 
53 So from that day on they made plans to put him to death. 
(Rome appointed 28 different High Priests between 37 B.C. and A.D. 67.  Caiaphas was such a political appointment under Valerius Gratus, Pilate’s predecessor.  He was appointed in AD 18 and served until AD 36; a remarkable 18 years.)
Proverbs 19:21 (ESV) 21 Many are the plans in the mind of a man, but it is the purpose of the LORD that will stand. 

John 1:29 (ESV) 29 The next day he saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, “Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world! 

2.  One Who Was Sold Out For Jesus

Matthew 26:6-13 (ESV) 6 Now when Jesus was at Bethany in the house of Simon the leper, 
7 a woman came up to him with an alabaster flask of very expensive ointment, and she poured it on his head as he reclined at table. 
8 And when the disciples saw it, they were indignant, saying, “Why this waste? 
9 For this could have been sold for a large sum and given to the poor.” 
10 But Jesus, aware of this, said to them, “Why do you trouble the woman? For she has done a beautiful thing to me. 
11 For you always have the poor with you, but you will not always have me. 
12 In pouring this ointment on my body, she has done it to prepare me for burial. 
13 Truly, I say to you, wherever this gospel is proclaimed in the whole world, what she has done will also be told in memory of her.” 

John 12:1-8 (ESV) 1 Six days before the Passover, Jesus therefore came to Bethany, where Lazarus was, whom Jesus had raised from the dead. 
2 So they gave a dinner for him there. Martha served, and Lazarus was one of those reclining with him at table. 
3 Mary therefore took a pound of expensive ointment made from pure nard, and anointed the feet of Jesus and wiped his feet with her hair. The house was filled with the fragrance of the perfume. 
4 But Judas Iscariot, one of his disciples (he who was about to betray him), said, 
5 “Why was this ointment not sold for three hundred denarii and given to the poor?” 
6 He said this, not because he cared about the poor, but because he was a thief, and having charge of the moneybag he used to help himself to what was put into it. 
7 Jesus said, “Leave her alone, so that she may keep it for the day of my burial. 
8 For the poor you always have with you, but you do not always have me.” 

(Luke 7:36-50 is a similar account but earlier and at a different location – Simon the Pharisee’s house, and a different woman – “a woman of the city who was a sinner)
Traits:  Faithful, Freely Giving, Focused, “Feet”
Luke 10:38-39 (ESV) 38 Now as they went on their way, Jesus entered a village. And a woman named Martha welcomed him into her house. 
39 And she had a sister called Mary, who sat at the Lord’s feet and listened to his teaching. 

John 11:31-32 (ESV) 31 When the Jews who were with her in the house, consoling her, saw Mary rise quickly and go out, they followed her, supposing that she was going to the tomb to weep there. 
32 Now when Mary came to where Jesus was and saw him, she fell at his feet, saying to him, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.” 

(Mary was spiritually ready to anticipate the crucifiction of Jesus because she had spent enough time “at the feet of Jesus”)

3.  One Who Sold Out Jesus.

Matthew 26:14-16 (ESV) 14 Then one of the twelve, whose name was Judas Iscariot, went to the chief priests 
15 and said, “What will you give me if I deliver him over to you?” And they paid him thirty pieces of silver. 
16 And from that moment he sought an opportunity to betray him. 

Matthew 26:20-25 (ESV) 20 When it was evening, he reclined at table with the twelve. 
21 And as they were eating, he said, “Truly, I say to you, one of you will betray me.” 
22 And they were very sorrowful and began to say to him one after another, “Is it I, Lord?” 
23 He answered, “He who has dipped his hand in the dish with me will betray me. 
24 The Son of Man goes as it is written of him, but woe to that man by whom the Son of Man is betrayed! It would have been better for that man if he had not been born.” 
25 Judas, who would betray him, answered, “Is it I, Rabbi?” He said to him, “You have said so.” 

John 12:5-6 (ESV) 5 “Why was this ointment not sold for three hundred denarii and given to the poor?” 
6 He said this, not because he cared about the poor, but because he was a thief, and having charge of the moneybag he used to help himself to what was put into it. 
Traits:  Personal Disappointment,  Pretender,  Purse
Matthew 27:3-10 (ESV) 3 Then when Judas, his betrayer, saw that Jesus was condemned, he changed his mind and brought back the thirty pieces of silver to the chief priests and the elders, 
4 saying, “I have sinned by betraying innocent blood.” They said, “What is that to us? See to it yourself.” 
5 And throwing down the pieces of silver into the temple, he departed, and he went and hanged himself. 
6 But the chief priests, taking the pieces of silver, said, “It is not lawful to put them into the treasury, since it is blood money.” 
7 So they took counsel and bought with them the potter’s field as a burial place for strangers. 
8 Therefore that field has been called the Field of Blood to this day. 
9 Then was fulfilled what had been spoken by the prophet Jeremiah, saying, “And they took the thirty pieces of silver, the price of him on whom a price had been set by some of the sons of Israel, 
10 and they gave them for the potter’s field, as the Lord directed me.” 

John 10:10 (ESV) 10 The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have life and have it abundantly. 

Invitation:  A call to be sold out for Jesus.
