Matthew 22:15-40    Trick Or Truth            September 25, 2011

Intro:  (Kid's riddle or a trick question)

1.  A Trick Question About Responsibility.

Matthew 22:15-22 (ESV) 15 Then the Pharisees went and plotted how to entangle him in his words. 
16 And they sent their disciples to him, along with the Herodians, saying, “Teacher, we know that you are true and teach the way of God truthfully, and you do not care about anyone’s opinion, for you are not swayed by appearances. 
17 Tell us, then, what you think. Is it lawful to pay taxes to Caesar, or not?” 
18 But Jesus, aware of their malice, said, “Why put me to the test, you hypocrites? 
19 Show me the coin for the tax.” And they brought him a denarius. 
20 And Jesus said to them, “Whose likeness and inscription is this?” 
21 They said, “Caesar’s.” Then he said to them, “Therefore render to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s, and to God the things that are God’s.” 
22 When they heard it, they marveled. And they left him and went away. 

Genesis 1:26-28 (ESV) 26 Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. And let them have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over the livestock and over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.” 
27 So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he created them. 
28 And God blessed them. And God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and subdue it and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over every living thing that moves on the earth.” 

How Are You Made In God's Image?:

· Living Spirit within our soul and body

· Eternal Life

· Dominion

· Creativity

· Appreciation Of Beauty

· Spiritual Path: Dead, Delivered, Divided, Destiny   Romans 7:25 (ESV) 25 Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord! So then, I myself serve the law of God with my mind, but with my flesh I serve the law of sin. 

· Mind Of Christ  1 Corinthians 2:16 (ESV) 16 “For who has understood the mind of the Lord so as to instruct him?” But we have the mind of Christ. 

Romans 6:13 (ESV) 13 Do not present your members to sin as instruments for unrighteousness, but present yourselves to God as those who have been brought from death to life, and your members to God as instruments for righteousness. 

Romans 12:1-2 (ESV) 1 I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. 
2 Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect. 

2.  A Trick Question About The Resurrection:

Matthew 22:23-33 (ESV) 23 The same day Sadducees came to him, who say that there is no resurrection, and they asked him a question, 
24 saying, “Teacher, Moses said, ‘If a man dies having no children, his brother must marry the widow and raise up children for his brother.’ 
25 Now there were seven brothers among us. The first married and died, and having no children left his wife to his brother. 
26 So too the second and third, down to the seventh. 
27 After them all, the woman died. 
28 In the resurrection, therefore, of the seven, whose wife will she be? For they all had her.” 
29 But Jesus answered them, “You are wrong, because you know neither the Scriptures nor the power of God. 
30 For in the resurrection they neither marry nor are given in marriage, but are like angels in heaven. 
31 And as for the resurrection of the dead, have you not read what was said to you by God: 32 ‘I am the God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob’? He is not God of the dead, but of the living.” 
33 And when the crowd heard it, they were astonished at his teaching. 

the experiences of Peter and John at the tomb indicate that the body of the Lord was glorified. It was sown a natural body and was raised a spiritual body. In this body Jesus lives, seated at the right hand of God where he intercedes for his own until the moment when he will return again in judgment. Today we need not think of Jesus as the vulnerable Jesus of history. Jesus died, but he died once for all. He was buffeted and spat upon and cursed, but that will not be repeated. We pray today to a powerful Lord, to an exalted Lord. This Lord will return one day to take his own to be with him in glory.

Finally, the transformation of the body of Jesus Christ points to a new mode of life for all believers. He is the first fruit. We, the harvest, shall be like him in our bodies as well as in his traits of character. Our resurrection bodies will be better than our old physical bodies. They will not be our physical bodies resuscitated. Our bodies hamper us. They tie us to earth, to habits, even to traits of character that we have inherited from our parents through their genes. They slow our thought processes. When we are sufficiently tired they carry us away in sleep. Eventually they die. But we are to gain by death. The resurrection body will not hamper us. The body of the risen Christ is the forerunner of our bodies, and it was and is wholly subservient to his wishes. It did not hamper him. It freed him. In that body he knew no pain, no suffering, no want. For us there will also be freedom. There will be no want. There will be unlimited awakefulness and unlimited opportunities for service.

In one of his great sermons on the resurrection D. L. Moody tells the story of a bright young girl about fifteen years of age who was suddenly cast upon a bed of suffering, completely paralyzed on one side and nearly blind. She could hardly see, but she could hear. As she lay in bed one day she heard the family doctor say to her parents as they stood by the bedside, "She has seen her best days, poor child." Fortunately the girl was a believer, and she quickly replied, "No, doctor, my best days are yet to come, when I shall see the King in his beauty." Her hope, like ours, lay in the resurrection.

Boice Expositional Commentary - An Expositional Commentary – Philippians.

Philippians 3:21 (ESV) 21 who will transform our lowly body to be like his glorious body, by the power that enables him even to subject all things to himself. 

1 Corinthians 15:35-58 (ESV) 35 But someone will ask, “How are the dead raised? With what kind of body do they come?” 
36 You foolish person! What you sow does not come to life unless it dies. 
37 And what you sow is not the body that is to be, but a bare kernel, perhaps of wheat or of some other grain. 
38 But God gives it a body as he has chosen, and to each kind of seed its own body. 
39 For not all flesh is the same, but there is one kind for humans, another for animals, another for birds, and another for fish. 
40 There are heavenly bodies and earthly bodies, but the glory of the heavenly is of one kind, and the glory of the earthly is of another. 
41 There is one glory of the sun, and another glory of the moon, and another glory of the stars; for star differs from star in glory. 
42 So is it with the resurrection of the dead. What is sown is perishable; what is raised is imperishable. 
43 It is sown in dishonor; it is raised in glory. It is sown in weakness; it is raised in power. 
44 It is sown a natural body; it is raised a spiritual body. If there is a natural body, there is also a spiritual body. 
45 Thus it is written, “The first man Adam became a living being”; the last Adam became a life-giving spirit. 
46 But it is not the spiritual that is first but the natural, and then the spiritual. 
47 The first man was from the earth, a man of dust; the second man is from heaven. 
48 As was the man of dust, so also are those who are of the dust, and as is the man of heaven, so also are those who are of heaven. 
49 Just as we have borne the image of the man of dust, we shall also bear the image of the man of heaven. 
50 I tell you this, brothers: flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God, nor does the perishable inherit the imperishable. 
51 Behold! I tell you a mystery. We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, 
52 in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised imperishable, and we shall be changed. 
53 For this perishable body must put on the imperishable, and this mortal body must put on immortality. 
54 When the perishable puts on the imperishable, and the mortal puts on immortality, then shall come to pass the saying that is written: “Death is swallowed up in victory.” 
55 “O death, where is your victory? O death, where is your sting?” 
56 The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. 
57 But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
58 Therefore, my beloved brothers, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that in the Lord your labor is not in vain. 

Your Resurrection Body:

· Free From Sin's Temptation

· Free from Sickness

· Free from the Sting Of Death

· Free to be Strong and Swift

· Free To See Jesus

· Free To Serve God Forever

3.  A Trick Question About Rules

Matthew 22:34-40 (ESV) 34 But when the Pharisees heard that he had silenced the Sadducees, they gathered together. 
35 And one of them, a lawyer, asked him a question to test him. 
36 “Teacher, which is the great commandment in the Law?” 
37 And he said to him, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind. 
38 This is the great and first commandment. 
39 And a second is like it: You shall love your neighbor as yourself. 
40 On these two commandments depend all the Law and the Prophets.” 

Deuteronomy 6:5 (ESV) 5 You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your might. 

Leviticus 19:18 (ESV) 18 You shall not take vengeance or bear a grudge against the sons of your own people, but you shall love your neighbor as yourself: I am the LORD. 

1 John 3:17-18 (ESV) 17 But if anyone has the world’s goods and sees his brother in need, yet closes his heart against him, how does God’s love abide in him? 
18 Little children, let us not love in word or talk but in deed and in truth. 

Invitation:  “Instead of being side-tracked by good tricks, you need to be set free by God's truth.”

John 8:31-36 (ESV) 31 So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you abide in my word, you are truly my disciples, 
32 and you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.” 
33 They answered him, “We are offspring of Abraham and have never been enslaved to anyone. How is it that you say, ‘You will become free’?” 
34 Jesus answered them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, everyone who commits sin is a slave to sin. 
35 The slave does not remain in the house forever; the son remains forever. 
36 So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed. 

