Matthew 25:14-30  Use It Or Lose It         November 6, 2011





Intro:  Ephesians 4:8 (ESV) 8 Therefore it says, “When he ascended on high he led a host of captives, and he gave gifts to men.” 








1.  You Must Recognize Your Role As A Steward.





1a.  Who owns everything?


Matthew 25:14 (ESV) 14 “For it will be like a man going on a journey, who called his servants and entrusted to them his property. ��Psalm 24:1 (ESV) 1 The earth is the LORD’s and the fullness thereof, the world and those who dwell therein, ��Psalm 50:10-12 (ESV) 10 For every beast of the forest is mine, the cattle on a thousand hills. �11 I know all the birds of the hills, and all that moves in the field is mine. �12 “If I were hungry, I would not tell you, for the world and its fullness are mine. ��


1b.  Who is entrusted as a steward?


Matthew 25:15-18 (ESV) 15 To one he gave five talents, to another two, to another one, to each according to his ability. Then he went away. �16 He who had received the five talents went at once and traded with them, and he made five talents more. �17 So also he who had the two talents made two talents more. �18 But he who had received the one talent went and dug in the ground and hid his master’s money. ��1 Chronicles 29:11-12 (ESV) 11 Yours, O LORD, is the greatness and the power and the glory and the victory and the majesty, for all that is in the heavens and in the earth is yours. Yours is the kingdom, O LORD, and you are exalted as head above all. �12 Both riches and honor come from you, and you rule over all. In your hand are power and might, and in your hand it is to make great and to give strength to all. ��Deuteronomy 8:18 (ESV) 18 You shall remember the LORD your God, for it is he who gives you power to get wealth, that he may confirm his covenant that he swore to your fathers, as it is this day. ��1 Samuel 2:7 (ESV) 7 The LORD makes poor and makes rich; he brings low and he exalts. 








1c.  Who will hold you accountable?


Matthew 25:19 (ESV) 19 Now after a long time the master of those servants came and settled accounts with them. ��Romans 14:12 (ESV) 12 So then each of us will give an account of himself to God. ���1 Peter 4:10 (ESV) 10 As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, as good stewards of God’s varied grace: 








2.  You Must Respond With Right Stewardship And Anticipate Rewards.


Matthew 25:20-23 (ESV) 20 And he who had received the five talents came forward, bringing five talents more, saying, ‘Master, you delivered to me five talents; here I have made five talents more.’ �21 His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant. You have been faithful over a little; I will set you over much. Enter into the joy of your master.’ �22 And he also who had the two talents came forward, saying, ‘Master, you delivered to me two talents; here I have made two talents more.’ �23 His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant. You have been faithful over a little; I will set you over much. Enter into the joy of your master.’ ��Hebrews 12:2 (ESV) 2 looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is seated at the right hand of the throne of God. ��1 Peter 4:10 (ESV) 10 As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, as good stewards of God’s varied grace: 





Matthew 16:27 (ESV) 27 For the Son of Man is going to come with his angels in the glory of his Father, and then he will repay each person according to what he has done. 








Key Truth:  We are justified by faith and not by works, but a living faith produces work:


Romans 2:7-11 (ESV) 7 to those who by patience in well-doing seek for glory and honor and immortality, he will give eternal life; �8 but for those who are self-seeking and do not obey the truth, but obey unrighteousness, there will be wrath and fury. �9 There will be tribulation and distress for every human being who does evil, the Jew first and also the Greek, �10 but glory and honor and peace for everyone who does good, the Jew first and also the Greek. �11 For God shows no partiality. �James 2:14-17 (ESV) 14 What good is it, my brothers, if someone says he has faith but does not have works? Can that faith save him? �15 If a brother or sister is poorly clothed and lacking in daily food, �16 and one of you says to them, “Go in peace, be warmed and filled,” without giving them the things needed for the body, what good is that? �17 So also faith by itself, if it does not have works, is dead. 


 





3.  You Must Reject Wrong Thinking and Slothfulness.








3a.  Wrong Thinking Produces Wrong Stewardship.


Matthew 25:18 (ESV) 18 But he who had received the one talent went and dug in the ground and hid his master’s money. ��Matthew 25:24-25 (ESV) 24 He also who had received the one talent came forward, saying, ‘Master, I knew you to be a hard man, reaping where you did not sow, and gathering where you scattered no seed, 25 so I was afraid, and I went and hid your talent in the ground. Here you have what is yours.’ 





Ezekiel 18:25 (ESV) 25 “Yet you say, ‘The way of the Lord is not just.’ Hear now, O house of Israel: Is my way not just? Is it not your ways that are not just? ��Proverbs 26:16 (ESV) 16 The sluggard is wiser in his own eyes than seven men who can answer sensibly. 








3b.  God will silence our excuses.


Matthew 25:26-27 (ESV) 26 But his master answered him, ‘You wicked and slothful servant! You knew that I reap where I have not sown and gather where I scattered no seed? �27 Then you ought to have invested my money with the bankers, and at my coming I should have received what was my own with interest. �


“slothful” = greek “okneros” = shrinking, hesitating.


�Romans 3:19 (ESV) 19 Now we know that whatever the law says it speaks to those who are under the law, so that every mouth may be stopped, and the whole world may be held accountable to God. 








3c.  Misers will end up miserable.


Matthew 25:28-30 (ESV) 28 So take the talent from him and give it to him who has the ten talents. �29 For to everyone who has will more be given, and he will have an abundance. But from the one who has not, even what he has will be taken away. �30 And cast the worthless servant into the outer darkness. In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ ��Proverbs 11:24 (ESV) 24 One gives freely, yet grows all the richer; another withholds what he should give, and only suffers want. �Ecclesiastes 5:13-14 (ESV) 13 There is a grievous evil that I have seen under the sun: riches were kept by their owner to his hurt, �14 and those riches were lost in a bad venture. And he is father of a son, but he has nothing in his hand. 





Invitation:  2 Corinthians 5:9-10 (ESV) 9 So whether we are at home or away, we make it our aim to please him. �10 For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each one may receive what is due for what he has done in the body, whether good or evil. 


